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Design for living: creative exteensions
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You can still win the space race with a square
glass structure, but designers are beginning to
think outside the box, says Ruth Bloomfield

E

xtensions in the shape of
urban foxes or ceilings
folded like a concertina
— this is the year that
home improvement goes
left-field. With moving
costs high and a dearth
of stock on the market,
the vogue for staying put and making
the most of what you have remains
strong, particularly because it is possible
to make significant alterations without
the need for permission, after the
relaxation of planning legislation.
The need for more space is the driving
force behind these changes — and the
UK’s leading architects are finding new
ways to work. The big extension trend
of the Noughties was for “straight
across” glass boxes, which involved
removing the back wall of a house,
pushing it outwards and installing a
wall of bifold doors. These extensions
work well in providing extra light and
space, but the expanse of glass reduces
privacy doesn’t inspire on grey and rainy
days (or at night) and can look a
little forgettable.
However, things are changing, with
bespoke builds taking over. When asked
to extend a house in Islington, north
London, the architect David Kohn
opted for a red-brick structure (bricks
being in vogue this year) with a profile
inspired by the urban foxes that prowl
the garden. A porthole window serves
as the animal’s eye.
The resulting space is
pleasingly unconventional
in a row of Identikit
Victorian semis. Inside
the space is light,
offers views of the
garden and makes a
great communal
kitchen/living room
for a family home.
The playful
project took second
place in this year’s
Don’t Move, Improve!
awards, run by New
London Architecture. The
awards highlight the best homeimprovement projects of the year. The
overall winner was the House of Trace,
in Lewisham, southeast London, by
Tsuruta Architects.
An aversion to what Stephen Chance,
of Chance de Silva, describes as “the
standard extension box” drove the design
for an extension and garden room at a
house in Stroud Green, north London.
The extension wraps around the back
of the property and has been staggered
to give it an irregular profile. The
diagonal walls and sloping roof planes
on the garden room not only look
great but help with the acoustics —
the owners plan to use it as a music
studio.
The theme of irregularity has been
turned into an art form at a three-storey
terraced house in Crouch End, north
London, where a side and rear extension
creates space for a kitchen and living room.
The architect Bureau de Change
included a “pleated” ceiling above the
kitchen, which helps to zone the area but
also has a practical purpose.

This extension to a house in Crouch
End, north London, by the architects
Bureau de Change, has a “pleated”
ceiling to allow views of the trees
Billy Mavropoulos, the director of
Bureau de Change, says the design was
inspired by “an original conversation
with the client. Beyond the garden are
some really beautiful tall trees and the
clients wanted to be able to see them
from the living area, which is behind
the kitchen.”
The solution was to concertina the
ceiling and insert skylights, providing
the much wanted view.
Mavropoulos believes that people are
increasingly open to unusual and
individual designs. “They come to us and
say they want an extension but they
don’t want a box. They want something
with character and a narrative behind it.
They are design-conscious,” he says.
The conservatory — cold in
winter, boiling in summer
and with endless frames
blocking views — is
another extension that
has fallen out of
favour. In
Roehampton,
southwest London,
the architect Simon
Gill replaced one of
these chilly
glass boxes with a
double-height
timber extension.
Its Siberian larch cladding
has
been steam bent using traditional
boat-building techniques, giving a
curved effect, and the hard-wearing,
low-maintenance wood should
weather to a lovely silver-grey
over time.
With about 14 per cent of people
working from home, according to the
Office for National Statistics, finding
space for a peaceful home office is often
the reason for a house renovation.
Abigail Ashton and Andrew Porter, of
Ashton Porter Architects, turned to the
back garden when they were hired to
remodel a house in Enfield, north London,
replacing a shed with a writing hut for
the owner, a children’s author.
The back façades of the house and
the hut have been designed to
mirror one another, with statement
aluminum-framed windows facing each
other at opposite ends of the garden.
If a full-scale extension is too
expensive or seems like too much bother,
but if you need extra space, you could
steal an idea from the architect Simon

Neil Dusheiko Architects
included a glass flooring
panel in this extension,
above. Simon Gill
Architects replaced a
conservatory with a
Siberian larch-clad
extension, left, while
the extension by
Platform 5 Architects,
inset far left, was
shortlisted for the NLA
awards

The exterior of this extension by David Kohn Architects was
inspired by the urban foxes that were found roaming the garden

Conder, who was hired to build an
extraordinary rubber-clad house in
Dungeness, Kent.
Constrained by strict planning rules
on the shingle headland, which
prevented him enlarging the property, he
sourced a retro 1954 Airstream caravan,
a design classic in its own right, which is
now parked beside the house to provide
a guest room. Similar caravans can be
bought, ready to strip out, for £10,000
to £15,000.
Indoors, the love of open-plan
living is giving way to a more subtle
“broken-plan” lifestyle, where spaces are
separated by part-walls, sliding doors or
just changes in floor levels to avoid the
sometimes overwhelming single space
look and to give families more privacy.
In East Sussex, the restoration and
remodelling of a traditional oast house,
by Duggan Morris Architects, included
a dining area set on a raised concrete
plinth, and tucked into an alcove to give
a sense of seclusion. “It is something
between a layout that is super cellular
and one that is completely open,” says
Joe Morris, the director of Duggan
Morris. His clients are keen on closing
off spaces, whether through installing
high free-standing bookshelves to divide
rooms, or installing partial walls or
folding doors, and Morris believes it is
because of the way technology is
changing our life/work balance.
“People are working from home or
working at home after work and it is
not easy if you are in an open-plan
scenario where the TV is on and a
child is running around. You need
somewhere to retreat.”
Talking of retreating, cinema rooms
are still hot, but people are realising
that dedicated media rooms are a waste
of space. The solution? A secret cinema,
with a drop-down projector mounted

on an electric ceiling lift, and in-wall
speakers hidden behind a cinema
screen that retracts when not in use.
This sort of technology doesn’t come
cheap, however. A multipurpose
cinema/entertaining room installed in a
house in Chelsea, west London, by the
home-cinema specialist Finite Solutions,
with lighting and decor, came in at
£125,000.
For the budget constrained, 2016 will
experience the rebirth of the ultimate
1990s cheap and cheerful building
material: MDF.
Designers have cottoned on to the
idea that sheets of MDF can be spray
painted to an enamel hard-gloss finish,
perfect for bespoke kitchens that look as
if they cost the earth but don’t. Smarter
still is the emergence of throughcoloured MDF, which, as the name
suggests, has had pigments added to the
mix, giving a range of colour options to
panels that can be sanded without losing
their earthy tone and will also not show
annoying chips and scratches.
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he postwar towns of
Glenrothes, Livingston and
Cumbernauld were not built to
win any architectural beauty
contests. The next generation
of new towns, however, nicknamed “the
new, new towns”, that are launching or
nearing completion in Scotland, aim to
create more of an aesthetic heritage.
Eleven towns, from East Lothian to
the Cairngorms National Park and
Inverness, were proposed at the turn of
the century as a solution to the lack of
affordable and diverse housing.
The success of the past five new towns
to be built in Scotland, which include
East Kilbride and Irvine, has divided
critics. The speed with which they were
created, from the 1940s to the 1960s,
brought brutalist tower blocks and bleak
civic architecture, with Cumbernauld
particularly singled out for criticism
thanks to its incomplete town centre.
By contrast, the Miami architect
behind the design of three of the new,
new towns — Chapelton, Grandhome
and Tornagrain — is intent on ensuring
his developments will be world-class
examples of how to get it right.
The Scottish government appointed
the urban planner Andrés Duany, the
owner of American architecture practice
DPZ, because of its adherence to New
Urbanism principles of environmentally
friendly neighbourhoods and walkable
civic design.
Duany has applied these core values
— seen in new towns in Florida — to
locations in the northeast of Scotland.
All three towns are in areas identified by
the Scottish government as being in
need of affordable housing.
Chapelton, which when completed will
be Scotland’s largest new town, is the
first to have residents. Work began at the
end of 2013 on the 8,000 new homes,
and the inaugural Chapeltonians moved
in on Valentine’s Day last year.
“It is an extraordinary opportunity
and we intend to make the most of it,”
says Lord Southesk, the director of
Elsick Development Company, which is
leading the development of Chapelton.
“There was concern that what was there
would be lost, but the design process has
been about retaining it,” he says.
Forty per cent of Chapelton will be
green space with small epicentres
providing allow a range of services no
more than a five-minute walk away from
any of the houses.
Situated south of Aberdeen, the town
has good connections to the rest of
Scotland because of its proximity to the
A90 and Stonehaven, which has regular
rail services to the bigger cities. Other
benefits include fibre-optic broadband,
dual-purpose schools offering services
and activities to the wider community,
and a supermarket at Chapelton’s core.
“Lots of consideration was given to
how the spaces between the buildings
can be used,” says Gavin Murray, the
director of Brooks Murray Architects,
which has designed some of the 60

house-types available in Chapelton.
Properties for sale range from a
three-bedroom “Fife” house by the
developer AJC Scotland, which costs
from £363,000, to a six-bedroom
“Campbeltown” house by the developer
Stephen, from £595,000.
Before receiving planning permission
in 2012 to create a small town with a
village-feel, Tornagrain, seven miles
north of Inverness, looked to
thriving communities in
Scotland for inspiration.
Nairn, Cromarty and
Dunkeld, plus English
garden cities such as
Hampstead and
Welwyn Garden
City, were starting
points for site with a
diverse range of
architectural styles,
from cottages to
Georgian and
Regency-inspired
detached properties.
Andrew Howard, the
managing director of Moray Estates,
believes Tornagrain’s appeal lies in its
community feel. “Our plan is for
Tornagrain to be a long-term project —
we envisage it being completed in 50 to
60 years’ time,” Howard says. “We’re
trying to create an urban framework
which allows people to lead a more
communal lifestyle.”
Tornagrain’s first phase of housing
aims to complete by the end of 2016,
supplemented by a range of cafés, shops
and other amenities. The first primary

school will be built when 300 properties
are sold, and the second phase is to be
completed in 2030.
Properties will range from small,
affordable flats to five-bedroom homes,
each with ambitious architectural
standards. Developers aim to create
interesting properties with strong
eco-credentials and a mix housing styles,
especially in Tornagrain’s outskirts.
The same principles have been
applied at Grandhome, a
proposed town in the
Bridge of Don, north of
Aberdeen. About 7,000
new houses are to be
built in a community
modelled on Old
Aberdeen, with
25 per cent of
properties
designated as
“affordable” for the
northeast market.
In spring, the
infrastructure of
Grandhome’s first phase of
housing, Laverock Braes, will be
finalised. Some 620 new homes within
the phase will be offered, and by next
spring, the first house is expected to be
occupied. About 60 properties in
Laverock Braes will be offered through
the Scottish government’s Low-Cost
Initiative for First-Time Buyers.
Large suburban properties near
green spaces near by will follow, with
Grandhome’s town centre set to be
completed in 2019.
Gabriella Bennett

Not necessarily. Where there is a strong
enough case in the public interest, certain
authorities have the power to acquire
land and rights in land without the
permission of the landowner, using a CPO.
For example, a local authority might seek
to acquire land for a road scheme, or a
statutory undertaker might seek to
acquire rights to upgrade infrastructure.
The extent of land affected will
depend on the nature of the project.
The authority may only need to
acquire a small portion of your garden,
or a right to lay and keep infrastructure
on or under part of your landholding,

so it won’t necessarily lose your house.
The acquiring authority must get
authorisation from the Scottish
government, and a statutory process
must be followed. Contested CPOs may
be examined at a public inquiry or
hearing, where you would have an
opportunity to make representations
on the matter if you are going to be
affected. In confirming a CPO, Scottish
government ministers must be satisfied
that the public interest in delivering the
project outweighs the detriment to
affected landowners or occupiers.
If, ultimately, land or rights in land are

acquired from you, you will have a right
to compensation. How much will depend
on various factors, for example, how
much land is to be acquired and what
the land will be used for. You may also
be able to force the authority to
purchase your entire property in when
they propose to take part only. If you
receive correspondence about a CPO,
you should seek legal advice to ensure
that your interests are properly
protected — and you shouldn’t sign
anything until you have done so.
Kendra Lennox is a senior solicitor in
the planning team at Brodies LLP

A completed house, one of 8,000 to be built at the new town of Chapelton, in
Aberdeenshire. Below, the village green at Tornagrain, near Inverness

The new towns that
aim to be world-class

ASK THE EXPERT
I’ve received a letter from my
local authority saying they
plan to promote a compulsory
purchase order (CPO) that will
affect my property — does this
mean I’ll lose my house?

